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M,DCC,XCIll, 


TO THE 


KING any QUEEN. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſties, 


To pardon the Liberty I take in inſcribing to Your 
Majeſties the following Diſcourſe. 


The Subject it treats of is of the higheſt concern to 
the Public Welfare: and being conſcious that my Endea- 
vour to inforce it are very inferior to its Importance, 
I preſume to addreſs it to Your Majeſties ; that by di- 
recting the Attention of the Reader to ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
Examples of the Duty recommended, I may compenſate 
the Want of better Arguments, and give Weight and Autho- 
rity to thoſe I have adduced, 
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That Your Majeſties may long live to enjoy every 
domeſtic Satisfaction, and to reign in the hearts of a free 
and happy. people, is the ardent Wiſh and moſt fervent 
Prayer of, | | 
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Your Majeſties ever dutiful Subject, 


9 a 


6 and Servant, 


ANDREW BURNABY. 


GREENWIoR, 


January 18, 1793. 
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DEUT. vi. 6, 7. 


Theſe words which I command thee this day, ſhall be in thine 
heart : and thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children ; 
and ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe ; and 
when thou walkeſt by the way; and when thou lieſt down ; 
and when thou riſeſt up. 


| EVERENCE for the authority and laws of God is ſo 
eſſentially neceſſary to the preſent, as well as future, 
happineſs of mankind ; that too much care, too many pre- 


cautions, cannot be uſed, to preſerve and keep alive in the 
heart a due and conſtant ſenſe of it. If the mind is once 
diveſted of fear for the Supreme Being, and regard to his 

B _ commandments z 
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commandments ; nothing will be able to reſtrain it from the 
moſt atrocious and moſt ann actions. Reaſon, con- 
e e pal edicts, will all prove mere 
cypliers and W e 2a vain ſound or 
fleeting ſhadows : Pot to make any impreſſion, or to have 
any influence, upon the mind, they muſt reſt upon the _ 
nnn authority of religion. == 
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This probably was one, amongſt other reaſons, why the 
Almighty, in his infinite goodneſs and wiſdom, thought fit 
to inculcate to the children of Iſrael, with ſo much aweful 
ſalemnity in the words of the text, a conſtant and unremitted 
attention to this duty. © Theſe words which I command 
« thee this day, ſays he, ſhall be in thine heart: and thou 
te ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children ; and thou 
« ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine houſe ; and 
* when thou walkeſt by Fön yo 
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seg s to e undertaken, not a moment was to 
paſs, not à word be ſpoken, nor a thought even conceiyed, 
without a ſtrict regard to the will and injunctions of God. 
een | The 
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 * The precept was particularly addreſſtd to the children of 
Iſrael; but it as of general import, and applies to us, and tp 
the preſent age; as much as it did to them, and to the age 


in which they lived; for no truth was ever more firmly 
eſtabliſhed ; more clearly or more undeniably proved; than 


that every individual, every ſociety, kingdom and commu- 
nity, in order to be proſperous. and happy, muſt be under 
the influence of religion; and guided by a ſacred regard to 
the divine laws. If any thing were wanting to corroborate 


fancy and ſpeculation; inſtead of appealing to deductions or 


inferences of reaſon; I ſhould only need to refer you to 


what is now tranſacting in a neighbouring kingdom, to the 


general aſtoniſhment and conſternation of mankind. 


A A great and illuſtrious nation, eminently diſtinguiſhed 
amongſt the kingdoms of. the world by -its urbanity and 
politeneſs, by its learning and erudition, by its attainments 
in every elegant art and accompliſhment, is ſuddenly fallen 
from the ſummit of worldly ſplendor, into an unfathomable 
abyſs of wretchedneſs and miſery. All example from 
antiquity, all precedent from the earlieſt to the preſent 
moment, 


ta) 
moment, falls infinitely ſhort of the ſcene now exhibiting in 
France. It is not my province, nor indeed would it become 
me, to ſearch for political reaſons that may ſeem to have 
contributed to, and in part to have occaſioned; ſo aweful and 
aſtoniſhing a "phenomenon. Theſe 1 ſhall leave to be 
inveſtigated in properer places, and by perſons better 
qualified than myfelf for ſo arduous an undertaking. My 
duty confines me to a narrower ſphere ; to a plainer and leſs 
intricate path: a path, that directly points to one ſingle 
cauſe, prominent indeed before all others, for this prodigy 
of human wretchedneſs and depravity; I mean an intire 
diſregard and neglect of the precept delivered in the text; 
or, in other words, a total want of reverence for the autho- 
rity and laws of God. A general dereliction of religion, 
both natural and revealed, ſeems to have pervaded the : 
whole French nation: the princes and the people, the 
governors and the governed, appear to have been alike 
infected with this crying and enormous ſin. A falſe and 
deluſive ſpecies of philoſophy, rather let me ſay ſophiſtry, 
for philoſophy it was not; vaunted and held forth by vain 
and ſuperficial minds, had confidently aſſumed the place of 
right reaſon ; and by 2 every thing ſerious, by 


flattering 
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fattering every ſenſual and inordinate paſſion, by ſcoffing at 
religion, and conſtantly making a mock at ſin, had gradually 
undermined and weakened. the foundations of all that was 
good and virtuous ; and having finally and fatally ſuccceded 
in pulling down the facred fabric of religion, had proudly 
and triumphaatly- erected | its ſeat upon the veſtiges and ruin 
of it. Atheiſm, impiety, Profaneneſs, and vice of gigantic 
form, paraded uncontrouled throughout the land; and « as 
« men did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
«« gaye them over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things 
«« which are not convenient "Uh Rom, i. 28. and diſorder, 
cumult, anarchy, and confuſion, —confuſion hitherto unpa- 
rallelled and without example ;—ruſhed forth with a train of . 
direful evils; and ſpreading deſolation wide and near 

overwhelmed i in one common ruin the generations that had 
denied and forſaken their God. Was any thing better to 
have been expected? Was not t this according to the natural 
_ courſe of things, ſo eſtabliſhed by the wiſe and unerring 
decrees . of providence ? ? lnnumerable examples ſtand 
recorded, both in ſacred and profane hiſtory, of the judg- 
ments and vilitations of God upon impious and unrighteous 

C nations: 
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nations: Niniveh, Babylon, Jerüſalem, Rome, and many 
others, are memorable inſtances of this àwefül truth: and 
did men ſuppoſe that the eyes of God were now wared dim, 
that he could not ſee? that his ears were cloſed, chat he 
could not hear? that his arins were ſhortened, that he could 
not reach, or inflict puniſhment ? or, did they ſtupidly, 
with the fool, fay in their hearts, chere is no God? Unhappy, 
deluded people ! God hith ſhewn hirfiſelf to the m in all his 
terrors : he hath viſited them in anger, in judgment, and in: 
juſtice, But it is not my intention ko enlarge upon, either 
the crimes or the puniſhments, that threaten to overwhelm: 
this devoted nation. What we have daily heard, or been 
witneſſes to, for ſore time paſt, is ſufficietit to move every, 


even the moſt obdurate, heart; todraw tears from every eye. 


Let it rather be a ſubje& of adm̃onition to vs. Let the 
example operate to our inſtruction and improvement. Let 
us be cautioned by it to avid the rock; to ſteer wide of the 
gulf, that may otherwiſe draw us within its vortex ; and 
fwallow us up in like manner to our perdition, We are not, 
I feat, many degrees better than our neighbours : and while 
ve we judging the crimes,- and lamenting the miſeries, of 
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others 1 it may poſſibly be ſaid to us; * phyſician, heal 
thyſelf.“ 


Many there are in this kingdom, I am afraid, who, if we 
may judge from their actions, have ſaid in their hearts, 
« there is no God:“ many more, © who carried about with 
ce diverſe and ſtrange doctrines,” have no ſettled form of 
faith, no fixed principle of religion to act by. They are 
ce toſſed to and fro, carried about, with every wind of 
« doctrine ; by the ſleight of men; and cunning craftineſs, 
« whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” Epbeſ. iv. I4. 
But reſtleſneſs and changeableneſs in religion too commonly 
end in the rejection of all religion; for men not meeting 
with the perfection, vainly looked for and expected by them, 
either in the religion they have abandoned, or the one they 
have embraced;---and which indeed is no where to be found 
in this imperfect ſtate of things ;---they erroneouſly conclude, 
that there is no truth in any religion: and thus, like a luna- 
tick, madly wiſhing to extinguiſh the ſun; or refuſing to 
avail himſelf of the light of it, becauſe there are ſpots upon 
its diſk; they fooliſhly reject and deſpiſe every bleſſing and 

advantage 
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advantage that is to be derived Bult this fountain of bliſs 


and happineſ 8. 


+, 


But be impreſſed, I beſeech you, with this intereſting 


truth; and let the impreſſion be for ever fixed and engraved 


upon your minds ; that as all nature animate and inanimate, 
as the whole univerſe loudly proclaims a Supreme Being 
over-ruling the world ; ſo reaſon and common ſenſe declare, 
that worſhip and obedience are due to this Supreme 
Being: therefore ſome religion, if traced to general and 


firſt principles, mult be true: and although no religion, as 


profeſſed and practiſed by any ſe& or deſcription of men, 
may be abſolutely perfect or free from error; yet the eſta- 
bliſhed religion of this country is, I verily believe, as free 
from imperfection and error, both in regard to doctrine and 
diſcipline, as any now profeſſed in the Chriſtian world ; and 
if men meet not with ſatisfaction and contentment there, in 
vain will they ſearch for it elſewhere. But be this as it may; 
let men at leaſt profeſs and practiſe ſome religion, and ſted- 
faſtly hold faſt and adhere to it: for as there is ſcarcely any 
religion, which doth not teach the great duties of morality ; 

which 
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which doth not inculcate juſtice, mercy, truth, temperance, 
forbearance, ſubordination to law, and obedience to God 
and to civil government; ſo without religion it is impoſſible 
but that theſe virtues muſt be ſupplanted | by injuſtice, 
cruelty, falſchood, intemperance, oppreſſion, tyranny, and 
open rebellion againſt heaven and againſt earth. Therefore 
cc let the words, which God hath commanded us, be con- 
ce ſtantly in our hearts, and let us teach them diligently 
« unto our children: and let us talk of them when we fit in 
ce our houſes; and when we walk by the way; and when 
« we lie down; and when we riſe up.” In other words, let 
us be conſtant and uniform in the profeſſion and practice of 
religion ourſelyes ; and endeayour to encourage and pro- 
mote the practice of it amongſt others: particularly let us 
diligently teach and impreſs 1t upon the minds of our chil- 
dren. ' 


This is the duty pointed out tous in the text; and to dif- 


charge which we are ſolemnly in joined to exert the united 
influence of example and inſtruction. 


D | Example, 


| (3000 

Example, the firſt of theſe means, is of the moſt prevail - 
ing nature; its influence is as efficacious as extenſive: and 
it is almoſt impoſſible that it be propoſed without producing 
a correſpondent effect. It operates with equal advantage 
to the author, and to the beholder. To the former it brings 
aſſurance of reward: to the latter it ĩs as a light ſhining in a 
dark place. I herefore on all oceaſions to expreſs a ſerious 
and devout ſenſe of religion; to be regular in attending 
upon divine worſhip; and to be obſervant” of thoſe rules 
and duties which it preſcribes; cannot but be productive 
of tlie happieſt conſequences. 


Did men who are prone to treat religion with levity ; who 
are indifferent about its rites, or inobſervant of that worſhip 
which it preſcribes, only conſider the miſchief which ſuch 
levity and diſregard immediately tend to introduce; they 
could not, if they had any ſenſe or feeling, but be ſtruck 
with remorſe and compunction. More than one half of the 
human ſpecies are ſwayed by the example of the other half: 
it is therefore incredible, how much evil a bad example, 

and 
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a the other mean remis is the 100 of know- 
ledge. It was hereby that all the ſaving truths, propined by 
Chriſt,- have been communicared and made known to our- 
ſelves. Therefore it is intuitively clear, that they who 
employ their time and labour in inſtructing the young and 
ignorant in the knowledge of religion, muſt contribute to 
the promotion and ſucceſs of it. 


There have been times, 1 think I may ſay better 
times, when it was the uſual delight and occupation 
of parents to inſtruct their children in the principles and 
duties of religion. They thought they could not do them 
a greater ſervice, than by informing their minds of mat- 
ters ſo eſſential to their happineſs: and in general, I be- 
lieve, the effect correſponded to the deſign. Sobriety, 
good order, and ſubordination, prevailed amongſt the com- 
ponent parts of domeſtic ſociety: Religion was the baſis; 
reſpect, affection and gratitude, the cement of this goodly 
fabric. 
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fabric. But in theſe reſined and poliſhed times, men are 
fatisfied with externals. They are careful that all about 
them make a genteel appearance; that their children are 
adorned with all the accompliſhments and graces of external 
manners; but as to any information of their religious duty, 
or the truths of the goſpel, they are totally unconcerned and 
indifferent about it. Hence that want of order; that want 


- of reverence; that want of ſubordination; that want of 


virtue; and, which compriſes all the reſt, that want of 
religion, which ſo ſtrongly marks and characteriſes the pre- 
ſent age, may I think be deduced. —But do men conſider 
what they are doing? do they know what they are leaving 
undone ? - All theſe external accompliſhments, without a 
principle or ſenſe of religion to direct and regulate them, 
only lead to ſeduction, to vice, to miſery both preſent and 
future. Whereas a knowledge of the Goſpel, and of thoſe 
ſaving and eternal truths, which it unfolds, conduces to the 
moſt ſolid and permanent good and happineſs. It gives 
luſtre and effulgency to the graces of the body; and per- 
fection, as far as our nature will admit of it, to the mind. 
Therefore men cannot do ſo kind an office to, or confer a 


more 


9 

more eſſential benefit upon, their children, than to impreſs 
it upon their minds. If they wiſh their children to be 
dutiful and obedient ; if they wiſh them to be good ſubjects 
of the ſtate ; uſeful members of the community ; or amiable 
partners or companions in private life ; let them endeavour 
to make them good Chriſtians : for if they be but good 
Chriſtians, they can never be bad ſubjects, bad citizens, or 
bad men. Alaſs! What are all the embelliſhments, the 
graces, the acquirements of the moſt courtly and polite 
manners, without that laſt poliſh, that luſtre and perfection, 
which is to be derived from, and only from the Goſpel ?- 
Believe me they will avail,---may I not truely ſay---leſs 
than nothing. Let them then attend to this one thing 
needful: let them endeavour to form their minds to 
religion; and to perfect them in all the graces of the 
Goſpel; and then will they not fail to render them bright 
and illuſtrious examples ; fair and accompliſhed characters; 
and valuable and uſeful men. At the fame time they will 
almdſt inſure to them happineſs and proſperity in this world: 
and, which is of infinitely more conſequence, en 
ſalvation in the world to come. 
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